Introduction
Nowadays the transborder tourist flow in Taking into account increasing level of life among certain groups of Chinese society (Guo, Kim and Timothy, 2007, p. 329 ) and enhancing demand for outbound international tourism among Mainland China's residents (ibid, p. 315) , the author examines the idea of attracting Chinese visitors to cross the border to Blagoveshchensk using "twin-cities" as a touristic brand.
For years border regions of the Russian
Far East were dominated with the misleading rhetoric of "Chinese demographic expansion" (Prosvirnov, 2009, p. 62) and "yellow threat" (Ioffe and Ryzhova, 2009, p. 351) . As a result Russian border policy in the Eastern direction mostly was aimed to limit informal economic practices and eradicate illegal migration. Current initiative of the Amur oblast Government represents the first attempt to create the hospitality industry towards Chinese tourists with the ambition later on to gain the permanently increasing incoming international tourist flow.
Research Context
Thanks to the rapid development of border tourism studies, the assumption that borders have a dynamic influence on tourism has reached the level of the universal truth. As Gelbman stated, both political boundaries, governmental policies, administrative management of the border on both sides and physical barriers that borders create (2010, p. 84) affect tourism. The places that experience impact of all above-mentioned externalities in the first instance include the immediate borderland.
Contiguous settlements divided with the state border have deserved the reputation of being "laboratories" (Anishchenko and Sergunin, 2012, p. 28) for testing projects and strategies, rules and norms that later might be extrapolated to the whole region, country or group of countries. The practice of compartmentalization of analysis of various social phenomena with focusing on such adjoining towns inspired the author to view the border tourism through a microscope -at the smallest of available scales. Thus, the paired border settlements calling themselves "twin cities" were chosen as a research unit to observe the complexity of twisted processes that influence border tourism in the concise way.
From a theoretical point of view, the term "twin-cities" is a disputable concept with no agreed definition in academic literature (Anishchenko and Sergunin, 2012, p. 28) . It describes relations between contiguous settlements divided with a border (in our case -an outer state border). Some scholars suppose that applying the term "twins" to adjoining settlements that are not "identical and like-minded beings with a strong feeling of belonging together" is mislabeling of "paired border towns" (Buursink, 2001, p. 7) . Others assume that it is unnecessary to be at the high stage of identical integrity at the moment when cities name themselves twins (Joenniemi, 2014 , Figenschou, 2011 . The author admits that an essential criterion of considering a pair of border cities to be twins is their feeling of commonness and shared destiny in the past, present and future with a particular focus on coming years. Thus, in this article twinning is interpreted in a broad sense including statements of intentions to construct and maintain the common space or to reach common goals.
To study existing cross-border flows of goods and people, the author relied on the concept of the "bandwidth of familiarity" (Spierings and Van der Velde, 2007, p. 501) to understand which characteristics of border cities pull, push, keep or repel borderlanders to exercise cross-border mobility.
As Viken (2007) has shown using the Russian-Norwegian border as an example, the strong barrier function of the border could be also used as a source of touristic attractiveness for those travellers who are eager to face the strict but accessible border.
The Chinese side is already enjoying both On the strength of the applicable nature of border tourism studies, the research question of this article is whether consensus and joining effort of two sides of the border is necessary to use "twin-cities" as a touristic brand.
Methodology
The paper relies on academic literature and research fieldwork in the selected cities. are referred to as "places of contrast" that pertain to "distinct cultural worlds" (Zatsepine, 2007, p.151) . Such large dissimilarities in a relatively small area invite neighbours to come and have a look (Spierings and Van der Velde, 2008, p. 4) and increase the mutual touristic attractiveness of both sides of the border. On the other hand, as
Gurova pointed out the differences should not be giving "high five" over the river (see Fig. 3 ).
Another deliverable was the touristic brochure that highlights regional places of interest.
The first touristic attraction mentioned in it
is the "unique transborder agglomeration of 
Conclusions
The outbound Chinese tourists have considerably influenced the development of tourism industry both worldwide (Zhang, Pine and Zhang, 2000) and in the borderlands of countries neighbouring China (Xue and Gen, 2010) . Despite of this global trend, the RussianChinese borderland so far hasn't experience mutual benefits from the flow of travellers.
Exploring the extent to which border tourism is developed across the Russian-Chinese border, the author proves unbalanced one-sided structure The phenomenon of small-scale cross-border trade in the context of the Russian-Chinese border got several names. In Chinese sources it is often referred to as "people trade" (Ryzhova, 2009b, p. 2) or "folk trade" (Prosvirnov, 2009, p.69) .
In Russian sources it is called "suitcase commerce" (ibid, p. 66) which is a literal translation of Russian "chemodannya torgovlya", although the most wide spread Russian term is "chelnochnaya torgovlya" (English "shuttle trade").
2 2200 rubles and 100 RMB which in total is about 60 euro while the average per capita income in the Amur region in 2011 equaled 376 euro and subsistence minimum of 170 euro (Rosstat, 2011).
